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.vliicli  is  now  tlir  Hdriiiim  Post  (tllicc,  ami  it  w 
Miinlcrai  Ciiliitt   Cooke  was  lioni   in    l.S'J.'i. 

At  ail  furly  a(l<-  \w  went  to  a  loi  al  itamc's  school  wlicic  he  reiiiaiiied  until 
\sM.  lYoiii  there  he  went  to  Ilfonl  to  continue  his  education  iiimIit 
an  uncle,  flic  Hev.  James  Culiitt,  a  Maptist  iniiiister.  who.  Iicinn  li-ariieil 
in  classics  and  niatlicniatics.  afterwards  liecanie  a  tutor  at  the  faniou- 
Spurijcon's  I'ollcRe. 

In  1H38  yoiiiiK  Cooke  lettinicd  to  Honiinu  taking  with  him  from  hi> 
leanicd  uncle  a  useful  knowlfdne  of  ancient  laiiKuanes.  al(jel.ra,  and  .•! 
love  for  oliscrvations  and  .-tiidy  of  art  and  science.  We  then  tind  him  at- 
tending a  local  scIkhiI  at   N'cateshcad. 

in  18)0  he  was  *■  need  through  circumstaiires  to  interest  himself  in  tin 
trade  of  a  wholesale  draper,  to  whom  he  was  apprenticed,  luit  this  occu- 
pation proved  heartily  dist.astefiil  to  a  youji^  fellow  of  his  natural  inclina- 
tions. In  IHt.')  he  attain  went  hack  to  l-onilon.  Vounn  Cooke  was  :i 
romantic  youth  in  character  like  certain  heroes  portrayed  l)y  lliscn 
mavhap  likesl  of  all  to  I'eer  ( iynt  impressionalile.  lovintj  freedom  and 
yeaniini;  for  knowled(ie. 

At  the  ane  of  twenty-one  he  pulilished  a  volume  of  verse  (I  am  told  oi 
no  particular  merit'  entitled  Tin  Slnujijlt  »(  Findtmi  ami  nlhir  I'min- 
He  interested  liiiiiself  ureatly  in  poetry  and  literature  neiierally  ami 
we  tind  him  lecluiini;  and  writinn  thereon:  at  thai  t'ime.  no  doul't.  am; 
mentintr  liy  these  means  the  meagre  income  \\  liich  he  eaiiied  in  his  capacii  \ 
of  copyitiji  clerk  in  a  solicitor's  ollice. 

The  next  few  years  the  yoimti;  iii.-in  spent  in  the  >earcli  for  some  iiior. 
coniieiii.il  .•iiid  permanent  occupation.      He  made  himself  ac(niainteil  wiil- 
the  system  of  ediii-ation  of  I'estalo/.zi.  and  for  a  lirief  period  tauiihl  tin 
iiietliod  a-^  ;i  pupil  teacher  in  an  infant  school,  kept  liy  an  uncle  and  auii 
of  hi~.  at  ."^tockton-on-'rees. 

He  then  wa>  foiliiiiMte  in  securinu  an  ai)pointment  as  headinaslei   . 
the  National  Schools  al    l.amlietli,  where  he  remained  during  the  yea' 
IS.')!    1811(1.     lie  continued  with  fervour  his  Ixitanii'al  studies,  sained 
tir-t  class  certificati'  in  liotany  and  foundeil  the  Society  of  Amateur  Hotai 
i<ts.     Hero  he  hecame  acciuainted  with  Worthincton  (!.  Smith,  anot.  ' 
ardent  lover  of  Tiature.  and  a  hotaiiisl   of  no  mean  achieveiiient.     It 
iialural  that  llii>  as>ociation  led  iiini  to  Kecome  more  specially  intprcsti  I 
ill  the  study  of  micro-fiiiiKi  and  funsioiis  parasites.      Diirinu  this  time  1: 
prepared  a  conipieliensive  aii'ounl  entitled  ,1   I'laiii  mill  Hosfi  Arroiinl 
Jinlisli  Fiiiiiii.  of  which  tlie  foiiilh  edition  appeared  in   ISIiO. 

No  doulit.  his  famous  little  liook-  for  the  yoiitm.  small  octavo  shillii- 
maiiuals  l>\    "rncle  NFatt,'"  ivolved  durinu  this  time  too.     Cooke  lov 
children  lo  hi-  old  ajic.  anil  hi-;  -imple  laiiiiiiatie  was  certainly  <'alcula1' 
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l"Vi  them.  I  h.ive  poititeil  out  the  way  to  ( 'is,y,  how  she  wa«  lo  find 
(Ml!  their  little  vcret<.  and  what   I  h,i\e  -;iid  t 
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nets,  and  so  forth,  that  were  sent  to  llimlaiid  for  exhihitioti  purpose: 


mu 


••n  conipletion  of  this  work  he  was   rippointed    to  a  post    as    Hofaniea 

A--ist,int  in  the  Indi;i  Nruseinnat  File  House,  Whitehall,  I don.     Our 

Hm  vears  from  IS()2-lKli,S  lie  acted  as  Kdiior  to  Snnin  (r'o.«;>. 

MmiuI  ISti.')  he  l.ec;ime  actively  interested  in  fiin)ii.  no  doubt  };reatly 
-M.iiiiJ.iiPd  l,y  Herkeley  with  whom  he  I.ec.ame  intimately  acciuaiiited 
Mid  later  closely  associated,  'riien  follow  in  rapid  succession  his  eneruy 
.(.-  I'  were  a  |)eiit  up  tlood  suddenly  released  numerous  works  from  the 
iyinf  this  "inveterate"  writer,  (hir  h'l  pill,..;  Minni.il  of  Slnirlmal 
''■■•■nnj:  .1  r,rn  liimk  for  Kririihuih,:  Miniidil  ,if  li„li,„:,-  Jinu^:  Unsl 
>  •  //.  Mililiiranil  Miwlil. 

Ill  1S72  h<'  <'oinnienced  (ri;  rilhi,,  firsi  imbiislied  monthly,  later  on 
M'Kricily.  This  journal  of  ( •ryptou.ainic  Uotaiiy  has  a  wideCireuiation 
■■■'I  I'l-oiiLdit  Cooke  specimens  of  iMinci  from  all  over  the  world,  and  tlie 

iiilicr  of  new  (renera  and  species  (h'scribed  by  him  was  immense.  In 
'■i!-idcration  of  his  interest  in  .\nierican  niycolony  so„„.  sinirular  honours 

■'   ( (inferred  upon  him.     'I'lie  Iniversity  of  .St.  Lawrence  in  IS7()  u.ive 

ihc  honorary  de(;r .f  Master  of  Arts;  in  1S7:{  Yah iiferivd  the 

^  '  ■  lionour;  and  in  IS"!  Xew  York  rniversiiy  iikkK-  him  an  honorary 
'J  l>.  In  1S77  the  Limieaii  Society  elected  him  an  As.sociate,  anil 
V  ,,I„iri,.a|  Societies  all  over  the  world  made  iiini  an  honorary  member, 
"  u'HMs!:  over  this  lonn:  list  it  is  curious  to  find  that  no  Orman  Society 
'  l"--iis  to  have  likewise  honoured  Cooke. 
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I  kinu'liiiiis.  piil'ti-li'-'l  liis  7'i>(/< 


IS'l-J.  Till    Vnl.t'll'li    Wil^li"  " 


,/  I'lmil  W'linii.' 


ill  is<t:i,  /; 
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illlii   Kililili    il>"l   /^"■^""""- 

h' II  mil 
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irs  that  1  liccaiii''  inliiiii 
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til 
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f  I 
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